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Life on the Edge:
Immigrants Confront the American Health System

A LECTURE AND DISCUSSION
WITH

A noted sociologist who has profoundly reshaped
the study of immigration and urbanization,
Professor Alejandro Portes (Princeton University)
examines how well health care organizations are
currently meeting the needs of immigrant
populations. Approximately one in nine U.S.
residents is now foreign born, and both immigrants
and their children are significantly more likely to be
uninsured than the native population. What
challenges do health care facilities face in treating rapidly growing numbers of

diverse immigrant patients who might be poor, uninsured, or non-English
speakers?
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